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Marriage & The Episcopal Church

The Episcopal Church honors the union of two persons in marriage
with a ceremony that is both solemn and joyous. We understand
marriage to be a covenant of mutual fidelity and steadfast love. Asa
couple exchanges vows, they pledge to love each other in the same
way that Christ loves the Church, and to live in faithfulness as God
is faithful to God’s people. The following information will serve as
a helpful guide to you in planning a wedding that reflects its sacred
nature. The religious meaning of the event is, of course, our prima-
ry pastoral concern and, after all, the only reason to get married in a
church.

To be married in the Episcopal Church, it is required

e that both parties have the right to marry according to the laws of
the State and consent to do so freely, without fraud, coercion,
mistake as to the identity of either, or mental reservation;

e that at least one of the parties is baptized (at St. Bartholomew’s, it
is required that one of the parties be a member of the congregation or in
process or interested in becoming a member);

e that both parties have been instructed by the Member of the
Clergy, or a person known by the Member of the Clergy to be
competent and responsible, in the nature, purpose, and mean-
ing, as well as the rights, duties and responsibilities of marriage;

e that before the solemnization, the parties are required to signed
the following Declaration of Intent :

We understand the teaching of the church that God's purpose
for our marriage is for our mutual joy, for the help and comfort
we will give to each other in prosperity and adversity, and,
when it is God's will, for the gift and heritage of children and
their nurture in the knowledge and love of God. We also under-
stand that our marriage is to be unconditional, mutual, exclu-
sive, faithful, and lifelong; and we engage to make the utmost
effort to accept these gifts and fulfill these duties, with the help
of God and the support of our community.

Notes



Checklist

O

Return Information Form and deposits to the church.

Contact the Rector.

Complete counseling.

Secure marriage license.

Contact Flower Guild Chair.

Contact Director of Music.

Inform wedding party of rehearsal time and the need for

promptness.

Meet with the officiating priest to plan the service.

Deliver bulletin information to the church office with the

remainder of the fees two weeks before the service.

e that at least two witnesses shall be present at the solemnization,
and together with the Member of the Clergy and the parties,
sign the record of the solemnization in the proper register;
which record shall include the date and place of the solemniza-
tion, the names of the witnesses, the parties and their parents,
the age of the parties, Church status, and residence(s).

The First Step

You must first consult with the Rector, at least 60 days in ad-
vance of a proposed wedding. You and the Rector will select
a tentative date, which will be held on the church calendar
upon payment of fees as specified below and the return of the
enclosed information form. The Rector will review and con-
firm all the arrangements for the wedding at this time and
begin the preparation process, including, assigning a priest to
supervise the wedding and preparation process.

Place

Both the church and the chapel are available for weddings.
We do not do weddings in other locations.

Premarital Counseling

In light of our belief that “marriage is not to be entered into
unadvisedly or lightly” and in compliance with church law,
the officiating priest will provide spiritual counseling for you
prior to the wedding and assist you in arranging relationship
counseling from an appropriate source. In the case of local
residents, that source is the Emmanuel Center for Pastoral
Counseling which offices at St. Bartholomew’s. Both research
and experience confirm the wisdom of taking time for reflec-
tion at this important time. Couples are expected to schedule
three sessions with one of the therapists at the Counseling
Center.



Divorced Persons

If either party has been divorced, you must bring a copy of the
divorce decree to the supervising priest in the initial inter-
view. The priest will forward all of these documents together
with a petition for permission to officiate at the wedding, if
appropriate, to the bishop for approval after all counseling is
completed. One year must have passed after a divorce is final
before the petition can be submitted.

Liturgical Seasons

It is not appropriate to celebrate a wedding during Lent, the
six-week season of penitential preparation for Easter. The
Rector will consider an exception in the case of genuine emer-
gency, but in no case may music, flowers, or more than two
attendants be used at a Lenten wedding. Weddings may be
held at any other time of the year, but decorations must con-
form to the liturgical season. For example, Christmas decora-
tions are not appropriate in Advent. Subject to other church
events, parish worship, and clergy schedules, weddings may
be scheduled on any day of the week.

Marriage Liturgies

The Book of Common Prayer offers several choices for read-
ings, prayers, and blessings within the marriage service (BCP,
p-423). You must have the approval of the priest for any addi-
tions or alterations to the text. The vows themselves may not
be altered. Since Eucharist is at the heart of our worship in
the Episcopal Church, we encourage members of the parish to
include it in their service. Non-members should consult the
responsible priest. If your ceremony includes Eucharist, all
those baptized Christians in attendance who wish to receive
communion may do so. They need not be Episcopalian. It is
not appropriate to communicate only the wedding party.

Photography

Because of the dignity and holiness of a wedding service, pic-
tures are not to be taken during the service. You are responsi-
ble for informing the photographer and wedding guests. The
wedding bulletin will note that photography during the service
(from the time of the processional entry into the church to the
time of the couple’s exit) is not permitted. No photography is
permitted during the service at all, with or without flash, from
the time the procession begins until the couple leaves the
church. Before the service, it is important for the photographer
to meet with the priest. The photographer may take pictures in
the church either 30 minutes prior to the seating of the guests,
or for 20 minutes after the service.

A Minister of Another Church

A minister of another church or denomination may be invited
to participate in a wedding at St. Bartholomew’s with the con-
sent of the Rector.

Service Bulletin

If you would like a simple bulletin prepared by the church of-
fice staff you will need to have all the information turned in to
the office no later than two weeks prior to the date of the wed-
ding.

Dressing Rooms

Dressing facilities are available two hours before the wedding
for the wedding party. Please clean up as you leave, and re-
member to take your valuables with you. Alcoholic beverages
are not permitted in these rooms, or in any area of the church,
prior to the wedding. Let the parish administrator know if you
intend to use the dressing rooms.



Music

Since the central purpose of music in the wedding service
should be to praise God, the sung texts must be theological or
Biblical in content. Once you and the priest have chosen a date
for the wedding, you should contact the parish’s Director of
Music at least 30 days in advance. Only in the event that our
organist is unable to play for your wedding are you allowed to
select another organist, subject in all cases to the Director of
Music’s approval. We encourage the use of congregational
hymns. The Director of Music will be pleased to offer sugges-
tions for appropriate hymns. All musical selections and their
performance are subject to the approval and direction of the
Director of Music.

The use of secular “wedding marches,” such as those of Wag-
ner and Mendelssohn are not used in this parish. Their non-
liturgical, secular orientation makes them inappropriate for use
in the Episcopal Church.

Decorations and Flowers

As soon as you and the responsible priest establish the date for
your wedding, you will need to contact the Flower Guild Chair.
The Flower Guild is responsible for the arrangement of all flow-
ers and decorations in the church. After the wedding, St. Bar-
tholomew’s will use the flowers in the church for Sunday wor-
ship. The Sunday bulletin will note that the flowers are given
in thanksgiving for your marriage. Later, these flowers will be
distributed to the sick and the shut-ins who are unable to at-
tend worship.

The Episcopal Church does not include the “unity candle” as a
part of the marriage ceremony.

Wedding guests may throw birdseed -- outside the building
only -- as the couple departs. Neither rice nor confetti is per-
mitted.

One or more passages of scripture may be read. You may in-
vite someone to read after consulting the officiating priest. If
you do, your reader will need to be present at the rehearsal. If
you wish, the priest will arrange for a reader.

Marriage License

You must obtain a license from the probate court in either your
county of residence or the county in which the wedding will
take place (DeKalb County for St. Bartholomew’s). You will
submit the license to the Officiant at the rehearsal.

Preparation for the Ceremony

The parish administrator, under the supervision of the Rector,
works directly with the couple to oversee all plans and proce-
dures around the wedding service. Consult with the parish ad-
ministrator at least 60 days prior to the wedding, following the
approval of the Rector, for facility reservation and ministry
leader contact information. The Rector or other assigned clergy
will answer any questions you might have concerning the cere-
mony. Neither the clergy nor staff offers social advice about
the wedding.

Rehearsals

St. Bartholomew’s schedules rehearsals the day before the wed-
ding at 5:00 or 6:00 p.m. All members of the wedding party are
expected to attend and to be on time. The rehearsal is conduct-
ed by the officiating clergy. It will last one hour.

If you choose to employ a wedding consultant, know that the
clergy direct all aspects of service in the church. Please make it
clear to him or her that the clergy oversee all the proceedings
which take place at the church and there will be no need for
them to attend the rehearsal or play any role at the wedding
ceremony.



Wedding Fees

Marriage is a Sacrament of the church. Therefore only mem-
bers and family of members may use St. Bartholomew’s Church
for weddings.

Please consult the schedule of fees included here for weddings
at St. Bartholomew’s. One-half of the total fee is due at the time
the church is reserved. Should the wedding ultimately not take
place, the amount will be refunded in full. The remainder of
the fee is due two weeks before the wedding.

Celebration & Blessing of Marriage (Nave) $600.00

This fee includes utilities and wear and tear on the church, the
sexton cleaning up before and after the service, one flower ar-
rangement at the altar plus flowers around the Paschal Candle,
the assistance and services of the church organist, and the prep-
aration of a service sheet* by the church administrator. It is ap-
propriate, but not required, to present the officiating clergy
with an honorarium, which is not included in the wedding fee
paid to the church. The acolytes serve as part of their ministry
to the church. No remuneration or gratuity for them is includ-
ed in the above fee.

*A service sheet will be provided. All information, in writing,
must be turned into the church office with the balance of all
fees no later than two weeks prior to the date of the wedding.
If a service sheet will be prepared by the couple, the draft must
be presented to the priest performing the marriage at least three
days prior to being taken to the printer for approval of content.

Additional Fees are:

Additional Flower Arrangements in the church—$100.00 each
Extra Rehearsals by the Organist with a Soloist —$50.00 each

If the wedding is to be held in the chapel, the cost will be re-
duced to $300 plus the additional fees for additional flower ar-
rangements.

Reception $300.00 (space only)

All receptions at the church are held in the Parish Hall and Meeting
Room. A fee of $300 covers the use of this space and is payable to the
church. All catering fees would be in addition to the $300. The ta-
bles in the Parish Hall and Meeting Room will be set up accord-
ing to your request if fees and instructions are received in the
church office one week prior to the event. The above fees do not
include use of the kitchen or the use of the coffee makers, ice
machine, dishes, flatware and linens. For use of the kitchen,
please consult the Parish Administrator at (404) 634-3336 x 224
or admin@stbartsatlanta.org. The facility needs to be vacated no
later than 10:00 p.m.

The cost of renting space includes the cost of utilities, wear and
tear on the facilities, and the church sexton setting-up before
the event and cleaning the space after the event. If excessive
cleaning is needed, and/or rooms that were not rented are
used, additional cleaning fees of $25.00 per hour will be
charged. In addition, the church reserves the right to apply a
utility surcharge of up to $50 if an unexpected and significant
increase in the cost of the utilities should occur.



