Week of March 31, 2019

Fourth Sunday in Lent

Adult and Small Child
R ead :

Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

R eflect:

Jesus welcomed everyone. This made the church leaders upset and they would
often try to get back at Jesus by saying things about Him that weren’t nice. In this passage, they
meant to make Jesus look bad in front of others by saying that He welcomed and ate with
sinners. Instead of saying something back to them, Jesus told a story about a father and his two
sons. One of the sons asked for his part of the family fortune up front and left home. He spent
all his money and ended up feeding pigs. Things were so bad, he considered eating what he fed
them! The son realized that the servants in his house were treated much better than how he
was being treated, so he decided to return home and ask for his father’s forgiveness. His father
saw him coming in the distance, ran to meet him, and greeting him with joy. The son was
welcomed back into the family as if he had never left. The brother that stayed behind was very
angry and complained to his father. The father told the other brother that he had always been
there and that all was his, but it was if the brother who left had died and now he is alive, he had
been lost and now he was found. That was a reason for much celebration.

R espond :

Have you ever lost something that meant a lot to you? What did you do? Did you
keep looking until you found it? That is what God does for us. Find a piece of paper and draw a
story in pictures about something you lost and found.

About our contributor: Quantrilla Ard
Quantrilla (Quanny) Ard is a faith-based personal and spiritual development
writer who lives in the DC Metro area with her husband Donny and three
littles (Quentin, Dylan, and Logan). In addition to being a dedicated wife and
mother, she is an entrepreneur, doctoral student, and curator of all things
lovely. As a woman on her own quest of shining a light on the shadowy,
hidden places in her life, she writes as the PhDMamma about things she
knows to be true in hopes to encourage others to do the same. Her spiritual
goals and her love for Christ propel her quest to share the spiritual journey
with other women- to walk alongside them and encourage them with
words, deeds, and wisdom. Quanny believes in the power in collective
strength, community and fellowship. You will find her wherever people are sharing stories of triumph.

Faith @ Home is a ministry of

Week of March 31, 2019

Fourth Sunday in Lent

Adult and elementary
R ead :

Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

R eflect:

Today’s gospel story is referred to as “The Prodigal Son.” One definition of “prodigal”
means one who is wasteful, extravagant, thriftless, irresponsible, self-indulgent, and reckless. None of
these are qualities that any parent wants to see in their child! But the younger son in the story indeed
demonstrates all these qualities, wasting his inherited money and living life large. Too large, in fact, until
the son finds himself in a position in which he is treated lower than his father’s lowliest servants. His
food is no better than the slops fed to pigs. When he returns home, ashamed and humbled, he asks only
that he might be treated as a servant. But his father responds in a way that reflects another definition of
“prodigal” – his father yields abundantly to the situation, giving way not to anger at his child’s misdeeds
but to a boundless joy at this lost child’s return. The father is excessive – another word for “prodigal” –
in his limitless love. There is one character, however, who is not so “prodigal.” The older brother, the
one who always obeyed his father’s wishes and does the right thing, finds no extravagant joy in his
brother’s homecoming. He questions why his brother should receive such an outpouring of love.

R espond :

“It’s not fair.” How often do we say those words? What causes us to see something as
unfair? When bad behavior is overlooked or forgiven? When someone gets more than they deserve? But
who are we to decide what anyone deserves? Jesus tells this story when he is asked why he eats with
people who have done bad things. Jesus suggests that rather than calculate what is fair, and who
deserves what, better to be prodigal in our love for one another.
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Week of March 31, 2019

Fourth Sunday in Lent

Adult and youth
Read: Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
Reflect: Of all of Jesus’s parables, this is most likely the one you’ve heard of many
times. A son goes to his dad and asks for his portion of his dad’s estate. After spending
all of the money and resources, he humbles himself to take a role where he feels less
than the pigs he’s serving. He then makes his way home, and is greeted warmly by his
father. After his father starts the process of hosting a feast, the brother complains to the
father about the son wasting his portion of the inheritance. The father reassures the
brother, and reminds him that the son was lost and now he’s found.

Respond: What does it mean to be lost? What does it feel like to lose a toy, leave
your phone at home, or misplace your homework? How amazing does it feel to find a
lost item? What about if you are lost? There are times in our lives when we separate
ourselves from God, and in those moments, we are lost. God rejoices when we decide to
return to God’s loving embrace. How does it feel for you to be “found” after times of
separation from God?
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Week of March 31, 2019

Fourth Sunday in Lent

Adult and Adult
Read: Psalm 32
Reflect: Thank God for salvation.

The ugly truth about sin is that is separates us
from God with no hope for us ever bridging that gap. Jesus stepped in and bore our sin
and shame to be our rescuer. It is because of faith in him that we can look at Psalm 32
with such joy. We are blessed because through him our transgressions are forgiven and
our sin is covered. It is because of him that the Lord counts no iniquity against us and
because of his work through the power of the Holy Spirit that the deceit is removed
from our hearts and we are made new. That is the beauty of faith in Christ, we are
made new. You are forgiven, you are changed, and made new. Jesus’ words to go and
sin no more are made possible because he bore the brunt of all of your sin. This is the
good news of the Gospel, a way was made out of no way. The end of the Psalm
represent the appropriate response for those who are living in the new reality Jesus has
made: Be glad, rejoice, shout for joy!

Respond: When football players score a touchdown, they usually celebrate with
some sort of dance or move. It’s your turn: come up with different “touchdown”
celebrations for the work Christ has done!
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